
WASHINGTON 
 

Washington  

Dyslexia Specific Legislation/Laws/Procedures/Testing Protocol  

 

Has Dyslexia Legislation? Yes  

Screening Requirement? Yes  

Pre-service Requirement? No  

In-service Requirement? No  

Intervention Requirement? Yes  

Has a State Dyslexia Handbook (As of December 2020)? Yes  

Has Literacy State-Identified Measurable Result (SIMR)? Yes  

https://improvingliteracy.org/state-of-dyslexia/washington 

CALTs Registered in the State (As of December 2020)? 6  

Dyslexia Support Rating:  Average  

Legislation:  

SB 6162, 2018  

 Defines dyslexia as a specific learning disorder  

 Schools must provide a multitiered system of support to provide interventions for students in 

K-2nd grade who display indications of dyslexia  

 Schools must screen students in K-2nd grade for indications of dyslexia   

 Creates a dyslexia advisory council to advice the superintendent on matters relating to 

dyslexia in an academic setting  

http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-

18/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/6162-S2.PL.pdf 

Total Certified Academic Language Therapists (CALT) as of December 2020: 6  

Washington State Dyslexia Resource Guide (2011):  

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/ela/pubdocs/dyslexiaresourceguide.pdf 

https://improvingliteracy.org/state-of-dyslexia/washington
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/6162-S2.PL.pdf
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/6162-S2.PL.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/ela/pubdocs/dyslexiaresourceguide.pdf


Does dyslexia MOST COMMONLY fall under 504 or Special Education? Students can 

qualify for special education as an SLD under IDEA  

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/ela/pubdocs/dyslexiaresourceguide.pdf 

Dyslexia On Demand Says “You need to make sure to push for your child to be tested under 

Special Education vs. 504 for the protection of your child and your parental rights”. 

How is dyslexia testing handled in the state? School must screen students K-2nd grade for 

indicators of dyslexia  

http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-

18/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/6162-S2.PL.pdf 

Dyslexia On Demand Says “For those with extra money or a great health insurance, consider 

getting a comprehensive neuropsychological evaluation from a private neuropsychologist 

who works with children.  If you are located next to a major children’s hospital, you likely 

can find someone great there.   Make sure your public school will admit the outside report.  

For everyone else, you can secure a free evaluation through the Washington public school 

system.  Request a Full and Individual Evaluation (FIE) through your school siting your 

concern for dyslexia, specifically.  If you home school or attend a private school, you still 

have access to these services at the public school you are zoned to.  

Do not take “no” for an answer.  Here are some common push back excuses that may be 

received.  Under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), federal law requires 

parents to complete this request.    

 We do not recognize dyslexia – that is a medical issue.    

 We will not complete the evaluation since your child is not failing  

 We will not complete the evaluation because your child has not completed the 

intervention programs we are trying  

 We will not complete the evaluation because your child is in the Gifted Program  

 We will not complete the evaluation for special education because all your child needs is a 

504 Plan so he or she can get accommodations.    

If any of this occurs, consider finding an advocate or an attorney to discuss possible next 

steps.   

Read our blog on this topic: https://www.dyslexiaondemand.com/the-special-education-

process-the-real-truth/  

CALT Training Facilities (IMSLEC Accredited):   

Scottish Rite Facilities In State (for Potential Education and Testing):  

Scottish Rite Center for Childhood Language Disorders  

Kennewick, WA 509-586-9792  

Scottish Rite Center for Childhood Language Disorders  

Olympia, WA 360-357-5933  

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/ela/pubdocs/dyslexiaresourceguide.pdf
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/6162-S2.PL.pdf
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/6162-S2.PL.pdf
https://www.dyslexiaondemand.com/the-special-education-process-the-real-truth/
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Scottish Rite Center for Childhood Language Disorders  

Seattle, WA 206-324-6293  

Scottish Rite Center for Childhood Language Disorders  

Spokane, WA 509-838-2310  

Scottish Rite Center for Childhood Language Disorders  

Wenatchee, WA 509-662-7607  

Scottish Rite Center for Childhood Language Disorders  

Yakima, WA 509-457-6143  

Suggested Neuropsychologists Specializing in Dyslexia Identification (Web Search):  

Elizabeth Andrews Smith, PhD  

Educational Diagnostician  

 Kirkland, WA 98033  

 425-301-1816  

 elizabeth.smith@kinderminds.com  

 http://www.kinderminds.com  

Patricia Oppenheim, PhD  

Child and School Psychologist  

 Bellevue, WA 98005  

 425-562-1515  

 PatriciaOppenheim@comcast.net   

Leslie Crossan, MA, MS, CCC, SLP  

Certified and Licensed Speech and Language Pathologist  

 Bothell, WA  

 425-312-2636  

 leslie.crossan@esrlt.com  

 www.esrlt.com  

Barbara Bennett, MA  

K-12.Adult Educational Therapy/Educational Consultation  

 Seattle, WA 98195  

 206-325-2522  

 educationaltherapy@barbara-bennett.com  

 www.Barbara-Bennett.com  

 Serves all ages, statewide  

http://www.kinderminds.com/
mailto:PatriciaOppenheim@comcast.net
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Wendy Popa, MS CCC-SLP  

Winston Center  

 602 E Holland Ave. Spokane, WA 99218  

 (509)465-1252  

 admin@winstoncenter.com  

Cindy Dupuy, PhD  

Educational Diagnostician  

 Mercer Island WA 98040  

 425-378-7634  

 explanations@mac.com  

 www.explanationsld.com  

Daelene King & Associates  

M.S., CCC-SLP Educational Diagnosticians & Certified Language Therapists  

 NE Seattle, WA 98115  

 206-526-2662  

 LearnTalk@earthlink.net  

Anne Wright, PhD  

Licensed Clinical Psychologist  

 Bellevue, WA 98005  

 360-961-8766  

 anne@drannew.com  

 www.drannew.com  

Linda Gorsuch, BA, MS  

School Psychologist  

 Bellingham, WA  

 360-371-3978  

 whatcomlearninglab@comcast.net  

Steven Curtis, PhD, NCSP, MSCP  

Licensed Clinical Psychologist  

 Bainbridge Island, WA 98110  

 206-780-7782  

 scurtis@lifespanps.com  

 www.lifespanps.com  

Carl McGrath, PhD, CCC-SLP  

Licensed Speech-Language Pathologist  

mailto:admin@winstoncenter.com
mailto:explanations@mac.com
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mailto:LearnTalk@earthlink.net
mailto:anne@drannew.com
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 Bellingham, WA  

 706-769-3400  

 carlmcgrath@gmail.com  

 www.carlmcgrath.com  

Successful Learning Educational Services  

Cheryl Anthony, MS Ed.  

 10000NE 7th Ave. Suite 230  

 Vancouver, WA 98685  

 360-326-4739  

 successful_lrng@yahoo.com  

 https://successfullrng.com  

Belle Chenault, PhD, NCSP  

Psychoeducational Assessments and Counseling  

 Seattle, WA 98122  

 Bellevue, WA 98004  

 206-465-8068  

 bellechenault@hotmail.com  

 www.bellechenault.com  

Jennifer McDonald – Olympia  

 360-302-4645  

 mcdonald@soundpsychservices.com  

 www.soundpsychservices.com  

Local IDA Chapter Contact Information:  

Washington State Branch of IDA  

 Website: https://wabida.cfsites.org   

IDA Serving Washington, Idaho, and Western Montana  

 Website: https://www.wabida.org   

 Email: info@wabida.org  

 Phone:   

 Address: PO Box 27435 Seattle, WA 98165  

Decoding Dyslexia:  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/decodingdyslexia.wa   
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Email address: decodingdyslexia.wa@gmail.com   
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